
Dr. Gwen Clarke is a Transfusion Medicine physician with Canadian Blood Services 
and a Clinical Professor in the Department of Laboratory Medicine and Pathology at the 
University of Alberta. Dr. Clarke is the medical lead for the Canadian Blood Services 
Rare Donor Program and provides medical consultation and oversight to the donor 
testing, reference testing and prenatal testing laboratories at CBS. Currently Gwen is 
serving as the Secretary General on the board of the ISBT and is a member of the ISBT 
Rare Donor Working Party. 
 
Cheryl Doncaster is the Director, Strategy Planning and Integration within the Medical 
Affairs & Innovation division of Canadian Blood Services and is Co-Director of the 
organization’s pandemic response (COVID-19 Program). She has 20 years of 
experience with Canadian Blood Services in various progressive roles and was 
recognized for her leadership and growth potential as a recipient of the 2019 Ian 
Mumford Leadership award. She served as Project Coordinator for the National 
Advisory Committee on Blood and Blood Products for a 3-year term 2010-2013. She 
holds a Bachelor of Science from Acadia University, a Diploma in Health Services 
Administration from Dalhousie University and completed an executive leadership 
program at Queen’s University. Cheryl gained foundational experience within the blood 
system early in her career, as a medical laboratory technologist in a hospital blood 
bank. Her interests include: utilization management, project and portfolio management, 
stakeholder relations and strategic planning. Cheryl lives in Nova Scotia with her busy 
family. 
 
Lise Simpson is the Director, Enterprise Risk and Governance within the Legal division 
at Canadian Blood Services and is Co-Director of the organization’s pandemic response 
(COVID-19 Program). She has 23 years of experience working with three different 
organizations in a variety of business disciplines including enterprise risk, business 
continuity, strategy, governance, and quality assurance. Early on in her career Lise 
implemented ISO compliant Quality Management systems at a geomatics firm and then 
later for medical device manufacturers.  Since then she has held various positions with 
Canadian Blood Services, with several years guiding strategy development. Lise’s 
current position includes leading Canadian Blood Services enterprise risk management 
program, business continuity management (COVID-19 Program) as well as providing 
oversight for governance activities. Lise holds a Bachelor of Arts from Queen’s 
University and is currently completing a Masters Certificate in Risk Management & 
Business Performance Leadership with the Schulich School of Business. Lise is also 
passionate about coaching and is an active member of Canadian Blood Services 
Leadership Coaching Program. Lise enjoys running and lives with her husband and two 
kids in Ottawa, Ontario. 
 
Marie-Hélène Robert recently joined Héma-Québec as the Director of clinical 
partnership with hospitals.  She has more than 20 years experience in transfusion 
medicine and has previously held TSO positions in pediatric and adult hospital settings. 
In her current role, she acts as the liaison with all hospitals across the province. 
 



Pier-Luc Savard is the planning and inventory manager for Héma-Québec. He has 
worked for the organization for more than ten years in many areas of the supply chain. 
He holds the Certified Supply Chain Professional designation (from ASCM) and he 
specializes in planning processes. Currently, he is leading the implementation of an 
integrated planning process for the different product families. 
 


